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Women In Business Champion Of The Year        

by Julia Paulus

As an entrepreneur, connector and adviser, 
Darlene Willman uses her own experiences 
and expertise to help women in the St. Louis 
business community establish themselves 
and grow their businesses.  “My main goal 
is to connect women and provide resources 
to achieve success in business,” she says.

Willman moved from working in corpo-
rate America to owning her own businesses, 
beginning with a web development network, 
six years ago.  “I knew early on that the 
more I shared, the more success I would find 
while supporting other people,” she says.

After realizing she had a passion for 
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educating and learning, Willman started 
a roundtable and, three years ago, found 
taking her position at eWomenNetwork, a 
network to connect and promote business-
women locally and worldwide, was the 
natural fit. 

As the executive managing director of 
the greater St. Charles region of eWomen-
Network, Willman plans seminars, strategic 
business sessions and networking events and 
mentors women in business.

“I mentor women that the most important 
thing is to come from a place of honesty 
because building trust means building ad-
ditional business,” says Willman.    

She says that she 
is self-motivated but 
that she gains extra 
motivation when she 
helps the people she 
is mentoring realize 
their goals.  

“It is rewarding 
to elevate people’s 
confidence and help 
them to think bigger 
and better,” says Willman.  “I love to see 
someone I have coached in all of their glory 
and success later.” 


